
ALESSI INAUGURATES IT SCHOOL 
IN THANJAVUR

CAF volunteer Malcolm Alessi  cut the ribbon to open our most
ambitious project yet on January 26, a computer training cen-
ter in the Thanjavur distr ict of Tamil Nadu state, India.  
Alessi raised around 50% of the project’s Euro 10,421 bud-
get himself and CAF India honored him for his hard work by
naming the school, the Malcolm Alessi IT School. The young
athlete raised Euro 4,711 for the project through sponsors-
hip of his successful attempt at the world’s longest and most
demanding mountain bike race, Australia’s Crocodile Trophy.
The school opened its doors to the first intake of 20 stu-
dents on February 15. The training centre aims to provide
the young adults with a year of basic training in information
technology followed by a second year of specialized study in
popular programs such as Java, html and desk-top publis-
hing. 
Local workmen had to lay concrete, paint the building and

repair the roof before the school could receive stu-
dents. CAF also installed air conditioning to prevent
the computers from overheating and a UPS to combat
the electricity shortages and surges typical in the
region. 
The school  has three areas, a reception area, a clas-
sroom where the students wi ll learn the theory and a
p ractical  room where they will  try out their  new ski lls.
The initial  intake of 20 students crossed the threshold to
their  new place of learning for  the first time on January
26. Alessi told CAF News about a very special day.
“A local hotel lent us a reception room where I gav e a
two hour presentation to the students explaining the
project. Then we all went for lunch together and then
we went to the school. A lot of people were outside
the school waiting for the opening, it was a very

happy occasion, there was a great buzz," he said.
The IT school also fulfills CAF’s criteria of being a sustaina-
ble project that allows CAF’s partners to take control of the
initiative. "The students have to organize themselves and a
lot of the syllabus is self study. They will offer classes in
what they have learned to people that can afford it to pro-
vide funds to keep the school running," he said.

Marcella Moohan 
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CAF got the year off to a very
exciting start when no less than
eight volunteers participated in
our field trip to India. Two very
devoted CAF volunteers, Concha
and Istvan, did the hard work as
they traveled throughout Tamil
Nadu state for  two months,
spending sever al days visiting
each of the six NGO’s who hav e
submitted proposals to CAF for
future f unding.  With their  in
depth knowledge of the situation
in each NGO, Concha and Istvan
h ave pr ov ided an inva l u a b l e
contr ibution to the Project
Selection Committee. You can
read more about their adventu-
re in this issue of CAF News.
A team of six volunteers, Anja,
Karen, Siobhan, Luck, Malcolm
and Pia jo ined Concha and

Istvan on their last days in India
to visit all the projects that CAF
has already supported as well as
meet with the local CAF
Community Advisory Council. I
would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all the volunteers
who not only spent their holi-
days but also their own money
going to India and put in long
hours to guarantee a brighter
future for the children of CAF.
CAF’s first event of the year also
proved a success – the Indian
Information Evening on March 6.
With a good crowd munching on
samosas and dr ink ing chi lled
beer, CAF’s team shared their
experiences with the attendees
and their enthusiasm convinced
some of the visitors to become
volunteers and members of CAF.

With CAF expanding at an incre-
dible pace the new volunteers
will certainly prove indispensa-
ble. Just take a look at the upco-
ming events outlined at the end
of this issue. 
Finally I would like to mention a
milestone we reached at the
beginning of the year – CAF’s
First Annual Report. This docu-
ment is a crucial tool in the CAF
Steer ing Committee’s aim to
raise funds from businesses and
charitable foundations over the
year so that we can provide chil-
dren the help that they deserve.
If you would like a copy of CAF’s
annual report please send an
email to: info@caf-europe.org

For a prosperous year to come, 
Pia Lovengreen - President

A  F L Y I N G  S T A R T By Pia Lovengreen

Three members of the British Chamber of Commerce (BCC) have pledged to donate all sponsorship raised
through their attempt at the Brussels 20 km to CAF. We would like to extend a sincere thank you to Martin
Porter of Weber Shandwick Adamson, Elizabeth Crossick of Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer and Barry
Lyndham of GPC for their support and wish them all the best for the event.

CAF is looking for more runners/walkers willing to run the 20 km on May 25 for sponsorship. All the money
raised will go toward a basic health care center for severely malnourished children in Kinshasa, Democratic
Republic of Congo.

For each kilometre the runner/walker clocks up, sponsors agree to transfer an amount of money to CAF.
For example, if a sponsor offers a Euro 5/km donation and the runner completes the race, the runner/wal-
ker has earned a total of Euro 100 to help malnourished and sick kids in Kinshasa. 

1. Register as usual for the 20 km online at http://www.sibp.be/20km or send your registration form to
Kapellestraat 17, 1000 Brussels. You can register yourself with the team name “Children Are the Future”.
But don’t worry if you’ve already registered under another team name, you can still raise money to sav e
a child in Kinshasa.

2. Register for sponsoring Children Are the Future by returning the subscription form on our website at
http://www.caf-europe.org/news_35.html to fax number 02/779 08 04 or copy paste it into an email and
send to cafeurope@hotmail.com

3. We will send you your CAF T-shirt as well as more information on where we will be cheering you on
during the 20 km event once we receive your form.

4. When you’ve finished the race, transfer the money you have earned into account number 734-0045473-
86 and mention “Brussels 20 km + your name”.

More information can be obtained by contacting Anja 0476/420.244 - cafeurope@hotmail.com

R U N  F O R  F U N  A N D  S A V E  A  C H I L D by Anja Duchateau



The healthcare center in Kinshasa is now legally regi-
stered with the local authorities as the ‘Centre
Communautaire Local de Nutrition’ (Local Community
Center for Nutrition or CCLN). The next step is to col-
lect the much-needed medical materials, including a
set of baby scales which are vital for monitoring the
development of each infant’s health. Many children in
Kinshasa under the age of five are currently suffering
from ‘flu bugs’ and malnourished kids are the worst
affected and the most vulnerable. 
CAF is organizing several events to raise money for
the center, including the Brussels 20K event, which
you can read about in this issue of CAF News. Over 30 people have already signed up to run for fun and
sav e a child. For more info, please contact Anja on 0476 420 244.

N E W S  F R O M  K I N S H A S A
by Anja Duchateau

CAF kicked off its 2003 events program with an infor-
mation evening focused on its Indian projects in Tamil
Nadu state on March 6.  The cosy  restaura n t ,
L’Auberge du Nord, just off Place Jourdan was the
v enue. The India Gate catering company provided the
snacks and background music from Bollywood movies
added the final touch to the Indian atmosphere.

The focus of the evening was to introduce CAF to
newcomers and increase awareness of our activities
as well as to give an update on our progress to those
who already know us.

Nine members of CAF’s volunteer team welcomed the
attendees and responded to their questions. Three of
the team, Pia Lov engreen,  Anja Duchateau and
Concha Palacios, brought fresh reports of CAF’s acti-

vities in India following their recent field trip in January. Concha spent a total of two months in Tamil Nadu
working alongside people involved in CAF’s projects and many of the photos of the slide show came from
her collection of 3,000 snaps!

The volunteers had their hands full introducing CAF to many of the 26 attendees. Copies of CAF News and
our Annual Report were on display along with photo albums with pictures of the CAF visit to India, and an
album with letters from families involved in our ‘One Family, One Charity’ programme. These documents
provided a real link with CAF partners and beneficiaries in India. Brand new CAF posters were display ed
for the first time, thanks to volunteer Miriam Polizzano.

Pia welcomed the visitors formally before handing ov er to Anja who gave a presentation explaining CAF’s
mission and vision, its projects and fundraising events in 2003. Many people lingered after the presenta-
tion to ask questions. As a result, Anja gave a second presentation before the end of the evening.

The evening brought one new member, two donations and a candidate for the ‘One Family One Charity’
program. Thank you! We would like to extend our warm thanks to the owner of Auberge du Nord, Kjeld
Bille, the caterer, India Gate, and all the attendees. 

The next information evening will focus on our progress in establishing the Kinshasa Basic Care Centre and
will take place on April 3, at the African café and restaurant, L’Horloge du Sud, at Rue du Trône 141, 1050
Brussels, from 18.00. You can register for the event at info@caf-europe.org.

SLIDES AND SAMOSAS
AT CAF’S INDIAN INFORMATION EVENING by Dionne Bosma



C A F  B E L G I U M  V O L U N T E E R S ’  F I E L D  T R I P  T O  I N DI A

Eight of CAF Belgium’s volunteer team traveled to

Tamil Nadu in India to visit past CAF projects, meet

with the CAF India Community Advisory Council

(CAC) and provide proposal development training at

the end of last year. Concha Palacios and Istvan

Kapuvari led the vanguard, leaving in Nov ember for

seven weeks of work with CAF India partners and

stakeholders. With support from CAF India’s coordi-

nator, John Britto, the pair visited many remote

rural villages across Tamil Nadu. Under a grueling

travel-work schedule, Concha and Istvan trained

field projects on program structures and proposal

qualities considered effective in Europe, especially the European Commission. They returned from India

with more than 3,000 photos of children, families and communities whose lives are improved by CAF’s

work; an in-depth understanding of field projects; and extensive personal commitments to projects both

within and outside the scope of CAF activities. CAF and the impoverished children and families of Tamil

Nadu, are indebted to Concha and Istvan for their generous commitment of time, money, intellect and

skills. In early January, six CAF volunteers, Malcolm Alessi, Siobhan Cahalan, Anja Duchateau, Luc Dupont,

Karen Hoehn and Pia Lovengreen, trav eled to Tamil Nadu for 5 days of intensive work with CAF India. The

time spent was very productively spent, in less than a week we managed to;

-  visit the six families sponsored through One Family - One Charity and discussing their micro-

business plans

-  work with the CAF India CAC to refine One Family - One Charity program policies and requi -

rements

-   hear proposals for field projects with CAC participants

-  meet with women self-help group leaders to learn about their work and obtain their input on

CAF programs

-   visit field project sites.

Pia and Malcolm stayed an ex tra day for  the grand opening of the IT school  in Thanjav u r, which Br itto named

the Malcolm Alessi IT School , in honor of Malcolm’s success in raising the majority  of the funds for  the pro-

ject. Br itto surpr ised volunteers with a delightful  g ift

when he dedicated a portion of  his personal farm-

land, a legacy from his father, to create a Pia

L ovengreen Ecological  Research Center. This smal l

plot of land is an idyl lic setting for  micro-scale orga-

nic f arming. The volunteers were each invited to

select a tree from a nursery  and plant it on the land.

The CAF volunteers returned from India with a

renewed, and intensely personal, understanding of

the value of the work of CAF Belgium. We are gra-

teful for John and Jothi Britto’s gracious hospitality

and ceaseless labor on behalf of impoverished chil-

dren in Tamil Nadu.

by Karen Hoehn
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C A F  M I S S I O N

CAF seeks to improve the
health and education of
children in impove r i s h e d
communities, in ways that
respect the environment,
through sustainable pro-
jects identified as priorities
by local children, parents
and community members.

C A F  V I S I O N

CAF envisions a world
where children have t he
right to good food, shelter,
education and play, the
right to say what they think,
to be listened to and to be
protected from abuse, con-
sistent with the "Conve n t i o n
on the rights of the child."
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Event s  Calendar
03 April, 6pm
Location: L’Horloge du Sud, Troonstraat
141 Rue du Trone, 1050 Brussels
Child Rights in the Democratic Republic of Congo
CAF welcome reception and cultural evening.
For more info call 0485 74 17 70

22 May, 8pm
Location: The Bank, Rue du Bailli 79
Baljuwstraat, 1050 Brussels
3d edition of CAF’s PUB QUIZ
Teams of 4 people compete against each other
and win great prizes. 
For more info call 0495 21 98 19

25 May, 3pm
Locat ion: Cinquant enaire Park , 1040
B r u s s e l s
20Km of Brussels Marathon Run
Volunteers will be raising funds for CAF 
by running the 20km of Brussels. 
For more info all 0476 420 244

And the winner is… CAF!
By Anja Duchateau

CAF would lik e to both congratulate and thank
journalist Peter Chapman of the European Vo i c e .
Chapman was awarded the Eury  pr ize for the best
journalist reporting on EU pol icy at the ECPA
annual conference on February  20 at the
Bibliothéque Solv ay.  Chapman was one of 12 jour-
nalists nominated by his peers, and was selected
as winner through a survey on the EurActiv websi-
te, an internet portal  focused on EU affai rs. 

The journal ist selected CAF as the beneficiary of a
promotional campaign on www. e u ra c t i v.com part of
his pr ize. “I wanted to help an organization that
supports the rights of the chi ld.  As CAF is a yo u n g
and dy namic organization, I am sure they wi ll bene-
fit from this promotion campaign,”  Chapman said.

The CAF banner and button will feature on the
website from March 28-February 28. We hope the
advertising campaign will raise awareness about
CAF and convince visitors to sign up as members.

CAF would like to thank Peter Chapman for
this excellent promotional opportunity.


